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Free Zones Authority Mandate and Powers
Requlations

Article 1 - Citation

These Regulations will be cited as the Free Zones
Authority Mandate and Powers Regulations.

Article 2 - Definitions

The following words and phrases will have the
meanings shown against each of them, unless the
text indicates otherwise:

Additional Zone: any additional land or building or
part of any land or building designated from time to
time as a Free Zone.

Authority: will have the meaning given to it in the
Free Zones Law.

Board: will have the meaning given to it in the
Free Zones Law.

Free Zone: will have the meaning given to it by the
Free Zones Law.

Free Zones Law: Law Number (34) of 2005 as
referred thereto.

Free Zones Legislation: Law Number (34) of
2005 as referred thereto, these Regulations and
any other Regulations issued pursuant thereto,
rules, policies, resolutions, decisions, or orders
issued from time to time in connection with the
Free Zone.

Permitted Activity: an economic activity under
the Free Zones Law that a Free Zone Entity is
permitted to undertake from the list of activities set
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out in the Schedule of Permitted Activities, as
prescribed in the Licensing Regulations.

Regulations: the present Free Zones Authority
Mandate and Powers Regulations including any
rules, policies, resolutions, decisions, or orders
issued under or in connection with these
Regulations.

Schedule of Permitted Activities: the list of
Permitted Activities issued and updated from time
to time by the Authority.

State: the State of Qatar.

Article 3 - Interpretation

@ In these Regulations, a reference to:

@) a law includes all amending or
supplementary legislative instruments, or
secondary or subordinate executive
regulations, including decrees, regulations,
resolutions, decisions, policies or orders
issued by the Authority, or any other
competent  State  authority  having
jurisdiction over the Free Zone, made from
time to time under that law as amended,
restated or re-enacted from time to time;

(b) a provision of any law or regulations
includes a reference to that provision as
amended, restated or re-enacted from time

to time;

(c) the singular includes the plural and vice
versa,

(d) the masculine gender includes the

feminine gender or a legal body;
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(e)

(f)

(9)

)

®3)

(4)

(5)

a document or deed in “prescribed form” is
a reference to that document or deed in the
form prescribed by the Authority from time
to time;

“written” or “in writing” includes any form of
representing or reproducing words in a
legible form; and

a person includes any natural or legal
person, including a branch, company,
partnership, unincorporated association,

government, or state, including any
governmental department, body, or
authority).

The headings in these Regulations do not
affect their interpretation.

Any reference to an Article, a sub-article, a
paragraph or a sub-paragraph in these
Regulations without further identification is
a reference to an Article, a sub-article, a
paragraph or a sub-paragraph of an Article
in these Regulations.

Any reference in these Regulations to
“‘include”, “including”, “in particular”, “for
example”, “such as” or any similar
expressions will be considered as being by
way of illustration or emphasis only and is
not to be construed so as to limit the
generality of any words preceding them.

Any reference to the “Authority” includes
any person who has been delegated or
granted powers by the Authority to
regulate, develop, operate, or manage any
Free Zone in accordance with the Free
Zones Legislation.
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Article 4 - Application

(@B)] These Regulations are issued by the Board
pursuant to powers granted to it under the
Free Zones Law and set out the structure,
governance, and operations of the
Authority.

2 The Authority, established by the Free
Zones Law, is committed to promoting
integrity and high standards of ethical
conduct in all of its activities.

Article 5 - Principles of Good Regulation

In exercising its functions and powers under the
Free Zones Legislation, the Authority will have
regard to:

@ the need to use its resources in the most
efficient and economic way;

2 the desirability of facilitating innovation and
fostering international competitiveness of
the Free Zone;

3) the desirability of fostering competition
between those who are subject to
regulation by the Authority;

(4) the need to comply with such generally
accepted principles of good governance as
it considers applicable to it;

(5) the need to balance the burdens and
restrictions on persons licensed by it with
the benefit of regulation; and

(6) the need to act in accordance with all Free
Zones Legislation.
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Article 6 - Management and Structure

The Authority must comply with the requirements
as to its management and structure set out in the
Free Zones Legislation.

Article 7 - Powers to Issue Free Zones
Legislation

() The Authority may issue such Free Zones
Legislation as it deems necessary or
appropriate to facilitate the pursuit,
achievement, and furtherance of its
objectives, under the Free Zones Law.

2 The Authority may, in particular and
without prejudice to the generality of sub-
article (1) of this Article issue Free Zones
Legislation in respect of:

€)) the procedures and requirements for
persons to become licensed to carry on
Permitted Activities in or from the Free
Zone;

(b) the standards of conduct applicable to
relevant persons in the Free Zone;

(c) the infrastructure, systems, controls, and
processes to be implemented and
maintained by relevant persons in the Free
Zone;

(d) the fees payable by relevant persons to the
Authority;

(e) the sanctions payable by relevant persons
to the Authority in the case of a violation of
any Free Zones Legislation; and
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® the procedures, requirements, and
standards applicable to relevant persons
when dealing with the Authority.

3) The Authority may, on the application of
any person, or on its own initiative, by
means of a written notice, provide that one
or more provisions of any of the Free
Zones Legislation either:

(@ will apply to such person with such
amendments as may be specified in the
written notice; or

(b) will not apply in relation to such person.

4 A written notice under sub-article (3) of this
Article may be given subject to conditions
or revoked or modified at any time upon
written notice given by the Authority.

Article 8 - Delegation

@ The Authority will be free to delegate
whatever function or power to carry out its
functions or tasks in accordance with the
Free Zones Legislation.

2 Where the Authority delegates a function
or power, the person to whom such
function or power is delegated will comply
with any restriction upon the Authority in
connection with the exercise of that
function or power.

3) Notwithstanding any provision of the Free
Zones Legislation to the contrary, the
Authority in exercising its powers under the
Free Zones Legislation, or any person to
whom such function has been delegated
will have the power to issue notices,
directions, determinations, decisions, and
sanctions to obtain documents and
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information, to appoint investigators, to
discipline, and to otherwise enforce such
Free Zones Legislation.

Article 9 - Power to Obtain Information and
Documentation

(1)

(@)

(b)

)

®3)

The Authority may exercise all powers
granted to it pursuant to any of the Free
Zones Legislation, including requiring a
person, by written notice, to do the
following:

provide to the Authority, in the manner and
in the form prescribed in the Authority’s
notice, any information or document which
the Authority may require for the exercise
of its duties or powers under the Free
Zones Legislation; and

permit an officer or agent of the Authority
to enter any part of the Free Zone occupied
by such person for the purpose of obtaining
or verifying any information or
documentation required by the Authority.

The Authority’s powers referred to in sub-
article (1) of this Article include the right to
make copies of any documents produced
to the Authority and require such person to
certify the accuracy of the copies.

Any person licensed to carry out Permitted
Activities must co-operate in a timely
manner, fully with, and respond to any
requests from, the Authority or any of its
representatives, investigators, advisors, or
consultants for information or documents.
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Article

(1)

(2)

@)

(4)

(5)

Article

(1)

10 - Power to Investigate

The Authority may appoint one or more
persons to investigate the affairs of any
person licensed by it, to determine whether
such person has contravened a provision
of the Free Zones Legislation, or to
investigate a matter following receipt of a
complaint from a third party.

The Authority will notify such person of the
appointment of any investigator(s) in
writing.

The investigator(s) may, if considered
necessary for the purposes of the
investigation, look into the affairs of any
other legal body which is an affiliate of, or
connected to a person licensed by, the
Authority and the person licensed by the
Authority will procure the full cooperation of
any such other person.

The Authority may on written notice require
any person licensed by it to allow the
investigator(s) to enter the relevant part of
the Free Zone occupied by such person, if
considered necessary for the purpose of
carrying out the investigation pursuant to
this Article.

The investigator must submit a report to
the Authority as soon as practicable
following completion of his investigation
and the report must include the
investigator’s findings on whether the
relevant person subject to investigation is
in contravention of any part of the Free
Zones Legislation.

11 - Liability and Indemnity

No personnel employed or engaged by the
Authority will be subject to any civil liability
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()

®3)

that arises out of or in connection with their
commission or omission of any act in good
faith whilst carrying out the duties assigned
to them in order to implement the Free
Zones Legislation.

The Authority will not in any way be
responsible to any third party for the
actions, conduct, or activities of any person
licensed or regulated by it.

Any person licensed or regulated by the
Authority will be liable to fully indemnify the
Authority for any losses, liabilities, costs,
expenses, or damages, including all
professional costs and other expenses,
suffered by the Authority as a result of such
person’s conduct, actions or activities or its
failure to comply with any Free Zone
Legislation.

Article 12 - Additional Zone

The Authority may from time to time be tasked to
regulate, develop, manage, and operate any
Additional Zone which is designated or allocated to
it under the provisions of the law. Some or all of the
Free Zones Legislation may, at the determination
of the Authority, apply to and govern any such
Additional Zone and persons operating from such
Additional Zone.

Article 13 - Amendments of the Regulations

(1)

All persons licensed by the Authority or
who intend to apply for a licence from the
Authority are required to comply with the
version of these Regulations or any rules,
policies, decisions or orders
supplementing these Regulations, or any
other Free Zones Legislation as are
currently in force and published on the
Authority’s website. No person will have a
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()

right to bring any claim or action against
the Authority based upon any replacement,
cancellation or amendment of these
Regulations or any other Free Zones
Legislation.

The Authority may, within the scope of its
jurisdiction, authority or powers, amend
these Regulations from time to time, waive
any requirements of these Regulations, or

make such rules, policies, decisions,
orders and regulations to supplement
these Regulations as it considers

necessary or appropriate to implement,
carry out or enforce the Free Zones Law or
any of the Free Zones Legislation.

Article 14 - Revocation and Replacement

The Free Zones Authority Mandate and Powers
Regulations 2018 is hereby revoked and replaced
by these Regulations.
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